WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT!

Police Complaints Commissioner for Scotland
Decision Delayed

In December a consultation was launched into the possible merger of the
Police Complaints Commissioner for Scotland (PCCS) with the Scottish
Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO).

In response to the concerns raised
by key stakeholders Margaret,
whose region covers Hamilton
where the PCCS is located, was
successful in having the issue
debated in the Parliament.

Commenting, Margaret said:

‘In December last year, the

Cabinet Secretary launched the

consultation which was held over
From left to right Professor John Neil, the festive period and even with

Commissioner of PCCS, Margaret and @0 extension until the end of
PCCS staff January it was short and

hopelessly inadequate.

The unique nature of the police and their distinct roles, responsibilities and
powers set them apart from other public servants in terms of the oversight
and scrutiny of complaints.

| therefore, lodged a motion highlighting the Cabinet Secretary for
Justice’s proposal to transfer the role of the PCCS to the SPSO and seeking
a review of the functions and powers of the PCCS within the on-going
discussion on the restructuring of the Police Service in Scotland.

At the conclusion of the debate the Cabinet Secretary acknowledged the
importance of the issue and stated that it had probably been remiss that
the issue had not been debated in Parliament before Members Business.

‘| am glad, therefore, that Kenny MacAskill confirmed that the matter is
not yet decided and that the government will use the summer to hear
people’s views. This is also good news for the 16 staff based at the office
in Hamilton.”

2011 is Designated Year of Volunteering

The European Commission designated
2011 as the ‘European Year of
Volunteering’ (EYV) and MSPs were
invited to an event at the Scottish
Parliament organised by volunteering
magazine FOCUS Scotland, in order to
show their support for Scotland’s
volunteers.

Commenting after attending the event

Margaret said: ‘Approximately 1 in 4

people within the EU undertake voluntary

work in their communities. The EYV

celebrates those volunteers of all ages

Margaret pictured who use their free time to provide social

at the Parliament. services, or help out in schools, hospitals,

and sports clubs. A huge debt of gratitude

is owed to all these individuals who make a positive and invaluable

contribution to the lives of local people in communities in Falkirk,
Lanarkshire and throughout Scotland.’
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HM Holyrood Portrait

This Spring saw the unveiling of a new portrait of Her Majesty the Queen
at the Scottish Parliament. The official portrait was taken by Shaun
Murawski, a talented young Scottish photographer, who was chosen from
a shortlist of young photographers by a panel of judges.

Commenting on the portrait Margaret said:

‘| am delighted that the Scottish Parliament now hangs a portrait of HM
The Queen, Scotland’s Head of State, in the building. This portrait is a
fitting tribute to acknowledge that relationship and our appreciation for
her continued support.’

Margaret beside the Queen’s portrait.

Diabetes UK — Live for it!

Live for Itl, is a new interactive programme which is designed to tackle
childhood obesity by promoting a healthy lifestyle and highlighting the
possible risks of developing Type 2 diabetes in later life.

Schools participate in four 90-minute sessions during which primary and
secondary children explore topics including diet, cooking, digestion,
diabetes and how the body uses energy. The final session allows the
students to show off what they have learned through a series of interesting
challenges, including Oscar; a life size model patient with exposed organs
and a flashing red nose modelled on the ‘Operation’ board game.

Margaret had a chance to meet
Oscar herself when he visited
Parliament this June.
Commenting on the programme,
Margaret said:

‘In Scotland today, children and
young people are increasingly
likely to develop Type 2 diabetes
in later life and this is why
initiatives like Live for It! are so
welcome in underlining the
benefits of a healthy lifestyle. | hope the initiative will in turn help children
avoid the risk of developing Type 2 diabetes later in life.”

Margaret having a look

Surgeries:
Hamilton - 104 Cadzow Street

Tel: 01698 282815

For further surgery dates and venues please check the local
press or contact the constituency office on 01698 282815.
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Dear Constituent,

The Scottish Parliament is used to ‘firsts’ and this session sees the advent of the first majority government, the first female presiding officer,
and our first registered blind member - Dennis Robertson, accompanied by his guide dog, Mr. Q.

| am very privileged — and grateful — to be returned as an MSP for Central Scotland. The weeks since the election and being sworn in have been
busy with a sea of new faces in the Chamber.

Since May, | have helped re-establish various cross party groups and now convene or co-convene groups on Dyslexia; Adult Survivors of
Childhood Sexual Abuse; Taiwan as well as being a vice-convener of the group on Marine Tourism and Recreational Boating.

In the region | have been out and about meeting more of my constituents attending events some of which are detailed in the centre pages of
this newsletter.

In the weeks and months to come | look forward to continuing to work hard on behalf of my Central Scotland
constituents and getting to grips with the issues and visiting the new areas of Larkhall and Stonehouse which are
now part of the Regional Parliamentary Constituency. In the meantime, | hope you all have a good summer!

Best wishes,

Mawrgawet Mitchell

Margaret Mitchell

Member of the Scottish Parliament for the Central Scotland Region (Conservative)

Swearing in, Margaret being
sworn in for the Fourth Session
of the Scottish Parliament.

Local Hero, Elizabeth Joins the Riding at Holyrood

The Mage in the Chamber at the On Friday 1st July Her Majesty The Queen came to Holyrood to officially open the 4th Session of the
Scottish Parliament. Scottish Parliament.

The Garden Lobby at the Scottish Parliament

In recognition of her dedication and hard work, Margaret
nominated Elizabeth Seaton, Chairperson of North
Lanarkshire Carers Together, as her Local Hero.

Commenting on her nominee, Margaret said:

“Since becoming chairperson of North Lanarkshire’s Carers in
2003 Elizabeth, who lives in Wishaw, has worked tirelessly
on behalf of the organisation and its members. Her
experience as a carer herself looking after her late husband
has made her an invaluable asset to North Lanarkshire Carers

Every Monday 5 pm to 6 pm (by appointment)

Together and as a Director of the Princes Royal Trust

Ll G ARG Lanarkshire Carers Centre.

From left to right Paul Grice, Chief Executive of
pictured with the Mace

Scottish Parliament, Elizabeth Seaton & Margaret.
| was therefore delighted to invite Elizabeth, who has an impressive record of service to the community, to join me at the Opening Ceremony
and to participate in the centuries old tradition of the Riding together with a wide variety of performers, schoolchildren, religious leaders and
parliamentarians from across Scotland.”

The Scotland Bill - MSP’s Referendum Amendment Fails

On 10th March 2011 the Legislative Consent Motion and the amendment lodged by Margaret, calling for a referendum to be held on the tax raising provisions, was
debated and voted on. The following excerpt from her speech explains the issues at stake: “The debate on the fiscal powers contained in the Scotland Bill is a hugely
important one. Whichever perspective you come from there can be no doubt that the tax raising proposals contained in the bill, represent a significant change to the
existing fiscal powers available to the Scottish Parliament.

| fully appreciate that there are differing and deeply held views for and against these powers but what is not in doubt is the fact that they will have potentially far reaching
consequences for Scotland as a nation and within the United Kingdom. My amendment to the Legislation Consent Motion calling for a referendum on these tax raising
powers introduces an aspect of the Scotland Bill hitherto not discussed in the Scottish Parliament. At the same time it highlights the important democratic principle at
stake. Implications of introducing a ten pence Scottish income tax .. who is a Scottish Taxpayer ...the potential estimate of cost.

There is a precedent. A referendum was previously held on whether the Scottish Parliament should have the 3p Scottish Variable Rate tax power. The fiscal powers now
being considered and supported are even more significant. They have wide ranging and, as the Scotland Bill Committee found out, potentially unintended consequences.
To date politicians have been guilty of talking to themselves or academics. The only way to ensure that the Scottish Parliament and its members genuinely seek the views
of, and listen to, the people it represents, on this most important of all issues, is to hold a nationwide Scottish referendum.

Quite simply, the public has a democratic right to decide whether to transfer the powers proposed in the Scotland Bill, such as income tax, from MPs to MSPs.
Read more at: hittp://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/ORSearch/ReportView.aspx?r=61758&i=55812&c=1187820&s=scotland



